Their Wrong

Their wrong; they say | don’t belong. | do; | can prove it, too.

February 13,1933

It’s been two weeks since Adolf Hitler became Chancellor of Germany. He’s done awful
things to the Germans. He’s given police, the Gestapo and the other anti- Jewish police, more
control. The Gestapo are sending innocent Jewish people to prison. Mom and Dad are not too
worried, they believe the government and citizens won't let Hitler and his army keep their

plan.

By the way, | am Molly Benchfort. | am 8 years old and | live in Dresden, Germany. | go to
Florescent Bay Elementary School. Right now, | am in 3" grade and have Ms. Fortnight as my
teacher. | don’t think | will ever have a better teacher. Ms. Fortnight lets us have extra recess

and she will let us whisper in line (well, a little).

| have many friends at school. | have four best friends and we all hang out together. They

are: Alicia, Emma, Olivia, and Evelyn. We have all gone to the same school since we were
three, except for Alicia. She came when she was five. Even though Alicia is new to our school
we all have fun together. She came to Germany because she used to live in Poland, where her
family was escaping Joseph Stalin. He sent innocent people to prison camps. | could never

imagine anyone ever doing that.

On Saturdays, we always go to Pablo’s Perfect Pizza Shop, | normally get their special,
pepperoni and extra cheese. After that, we have a sleep over. We watch movies all night long.

My favorite movie we’ve watched was Dumbo. It recently just came out. | loved how in the
end Dumbo realized that being different made him feel like he belonged. We sometimes play a
prankster game where We play jokes on each other. An example of this is that once for Olivia’s

birthday, | said | would bake her a cake. But, instead of using sugar, | used salt. Good thing |
had another cake, and didn’t ruin her birthday.

My friends are an important part of my life. They help make me feel confident. Once
Emma told me that | was confident. After she said that | started getting into singing. Thanks to
her, | am a very good singer and have won many competitions. Once while | was singing in a
play, | had to dye my hair red to be Anne of Green Gables. Naturally, though, my hair is brown

and curly. | have hazel eyes.

Our family is Jewish. My dad is an inventor. He invented a recording device called the

Magnetic Tape Recorder for the German Government. My mom is a nurse in our city hospital.
My sister, Rosa, is 12 and goes to Fluorescent Bay Middle School. | also have a dog, named




Charley. | love Charley. He is very energetic. But, he is hard to handle. That is because he is
very spoiled. Sometimes | wonder if anyone else could ever be able to handle him.

One year later: Eebruary 13,1934

Today, dad came home very weary and tired. Mom asked him what was wrong. He

answered he was fired from his job and his boss told him it was because he was Jewish. Mom
suggested that since he isn’t working, he start anti-Hitler meetings to stop Hitler from his plan
to take over the world and destroy all Jews. A couple days later, mom got home from work,

she angrily announced that she also lost her job as a nurse at the hospital because she was
Jewish. She couldn’t believe it because she had just saved Hitler’s Aunt’s life.

We ran out of money because my parents didn’t have a job. They kept looking for a job, no
one would hire them, though. For dinner, all we had was bread and watery spinach soup. My
parents said they wanted to save as much money as possible. Mom told me and Rosa that we

wouldn’t be getting any new clothes or toys since we had no way of making any money. Which
also meant that we sadly couldn’t afford to keep Charley because we couldn’t afford to feed
him. So, we gave him to one of our neighbors. They are not Jewish, but promised to take good
care of him.

The night we had to give Charley away, | told Rosa and Mom that we were lucky to have

non Jewish Neighbors that were still nice to us because, most people had been ignoring me
and teaming up on me. They were bullying me and saying that |, a Jewish girl, was nasty. Mom
and Rosa told me that they were sorry and everyone had been doing that to them too, and |

was right we did have good neighbors. Then, my dad walked in from work and yelled, “Ya’ll be
quiet!” That was because the Nazis had the recorder my dad invented and were spying on us

with it. How dare they.

February 18,1934

At school, my teacher had started being mean to me. She wrote my name on the board

and wrote that | need to behave better even though | had behaved the best in my class. After
that a man came in and said that | couldn’t go to school anymore. | couldn’t believe it, Alicia

said | belonged no matter what they said. | agreed.

Three months later: May 18,1934

Finally my mom decided that we couldn’t keep living like this. So, she got us train tickets

to England. In order to get the train tickets to England, it was not easy. Mom and Dad had to
lie (fake documents, no stars) and say that we were not Jewish and were from Sweden. We

told the officials that we were vacationing in Germany and were on our way home.

May 24,1934

Once we got to the house we were going to stay at, my jaw dropped, no wonder they
could have another family in their house. They had 22 rooms in their house (I counted). My

/)
p




mom rang the bell, then a tall man and a short woman appeared. They both had matching
“welcome” shirts. The woman said in German that she spoke German and that her name was

Rebecca Robinson, and that the mans name was Ronald Robinson.

In Sweden, home was not like it was in Germany. The home owners only gave us one

room. We were so crowded, we could all lay down and fill the room. We had to come with
nothing. Not any money, no photos, nothing. Our new “Home” looked like a garage.

May 25,1934

On the second day, Rebecca and Ronald Robinson gave our family another room to stay
In. | told my mom that they could at least give us 4 other rooms! We had 2, while they had 20.
My mom said | should just be grateful for what we have. After that | wondered how they could
afford so much. My dad answered that they had a special job.

At dinner Rebecca and Ronald Robinson told my parents that they had found them a job.

They would both work as spies in Germany. But, they wanted to ask if it would be okay. When
they said yes, | got so mad | went into our room and slammed the door. | could not believe
they would leave us after all we had gone through and leave us! 5 minutes later, Rosa came in
and slammed the door. She said she couldn’t believe that our parents would leave us too.
Later | asked her when they would leave and for how long. She said on June, 19, 1934, and for

about 3 months. Then she said guess what, the home owners are also spies.

May 28,1934

School was so hard! Okay, | did studies a little on the train, but the teachers wont even let
me make the littlest mistake. Once | didn’t add the ring on the letter A when | was writing, and
| got a C! | wasn’t ever the smartest, but | normally got B’s. Because of that bad grade now |
have a tutor, but overall school’s good. Alicia, came to Switzerland because her family was
anti- Hitler. | have a friend! | am so happy for once and | don't feel ignored. | feel just like
everyone else.

Mom said | should start back at my hobbies. She asked me what | wanted to do | told her |
would like to resume my singing and theater/acting. She researched nonstop places for me to

go. She finally settled on a community theater (also involves singing). | have been learning a
lot from it all.

May 31,1934

There is one thing | still miss, Charley. | feel as if | have everything except for him. | told
mom and she just smiled and said “Just be patient”

The neighbors that had Charlie also fled Germany, because that saw no stop in Adolf Hitler’s
plan. We ran into them at the bay while we were swimming. Well not exactly ran into them,
but kinda. Mom planned it. All that matters is that we got Charley back. | fully belong.
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