The Georgia and Fernbank PTAs encourage you to VOTE NO on Amendment 1
(Opportunity School District)
The ballot wording is deceptive: On the ballot, it will say…
“Shall the Constitution of Georgia be amended to allow the state to intervene
in chronically failing public schools in order to improve student performance.”
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- An appointee of the Governor will take over operation, take
possession of buildings, and take control of all federal, state and
local funding without required school, parental, or community
input or accountability. Read more.
- No additional financial resources are committed with this
legislation to improve educational performance of schools. The
OSD will keep 3% of local funds to pay for OSD administration.

Current law already allows for the state to audit, evaluate, intervene, and
assist underperforming schools. Read more.
- “Chronically failing” is defined as schools that have scored <60 on the
CCRPI test for 3 consecutive years. This definition can be changed by
any future Legislature.
- The district may add 20 schools per year and include no more than 100
schools total. See the Current List of Eligible Schools for OSD.
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This model has been tried in Tennessee and New Orleans. The results
are mixed at best, while most education policy experts say they have
blatantly failed. Read more.

If the ballot question was re-worded to be more explicit, it might say…
“Shall the Constitution of Georgia be amended to allow an unelected appointee of the Governor to take over local
school operation, take possession of buildings, and take control of all federal, state and local funding if a school
has low scores on standardized tests or for any other reason a future Legislature and/or Governor may allow?

Opposing Amendment 1 does not mean that you are OK with “chronically failing” schools.
… It means that you do not think the Opportunity School District is the right model to improve student performance.
… It means that you believe that parental/community involvement and local control of schools is important.
… It means that you believe those in charge of our public education should be able to voted out of office if they don’t provide the results promised.
… It means that you believe there are underlying issues affecting the student performance of these schools that are not addressed by the OSD model.

